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OBITUARIES

Alan M. Tucker

Alan M. Tucker, a library systems analyst and designer whose work helped shape access to
research information worldwide, is dead at the age of 52. He died 24 February in Redwood
City, California, after a brief illness.
Mr. Tucker's thirty-year career was devoted to the analysis, design, implementation, and
management of computer-based systems for libraries, archives, and museums. He was a
widely known and respected thinker throughout the library and archival communities in the
United States, Europe, and East Asia. Since 1980, he has held a number of senior
management positions at The Research Libraries Group, Inc. (RLG), a not-for-profit
membership corporation of universities, archives, historical societies, museums, and other
institutions devoted to improving access to information that supports research and learning.
Throughout his career, the guiding principle of Mr. Tucker's work was the integration of
significant sources of scholarly information into an on-line "research mainstream." His
leadership and accomplishments in this regard were recognized in 1994, when RLG was
awarded the Society of American Archivists' Distinguished Service Award in part for
"achieving] a working system for archival information exchange on a truly national and
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international scale," bringing "profound change to archival institutions, the archival
profession, and the research community."
In the 1960s while still an undergraduate at the University of California, Los Angeles, he
began work as a library systems analyst. From 1968 to 1977 he was Head of Library
Automation at Trinity College, Dublin, where he directed the implementation of one of the
first machine-readable cataloging systems in Europe based on the international MARC
format and, from 1977 to 1980, he was Senior Under Librarian for Cataloging and
Automation at Cambridge University.
Mr. Tucker was the chief designer of RLG's "CJK" system — the first network-based system
for creating and searching catalog records for Chinese, Japanese, and Korean materials in
their original scripts — heralded as a breakthrough at the time of its implementation in 1983.
Soon afterwards he turned his attention to the automation of archival and manuscript
materials, designing RLG's Archival and Manuscripts Control enhancements in 1985. He
played a leadership role in the development of national standards for the description of
archival materials in machine-readable form, which has formed the basis for the creation
of the world's largest union database of primary research sources.
As information technology matured, Mr. Tucker's work extended into new types of
information resources, including geographically referenced data such as aerial photography
and remote-sensing data, biographical information, and museum collection information. His
design for an integrated system to manage archival and museum information, intended to
support all of the collections-related processes in museums, special collections, and archival
repositories, has significantly altered thinking about such systems in the community.
At the time of his death, Mr. Tucker was the technical leader on a joint project of RLG, the
Hoover Institution, and the Russian State Archives Service (Rosarkhiv) to enter Russian
archival material into the RLG database.
Throughout his life, Mr. Tucker was also an accomplished amateur chef and a connoisseur
of fine wines. In his last years he became a devoted horseman, training and showing in
harness a saddlebred in three-gaited pleasure driving and a hackney pony in amateur pony
to bike.
He is survived by his longtime companion, Anne Van Camp, of Belmont, California. Those
wishing to honor his life and work can send donations in memory of Alan Tucker to the
Stanford University Medical Center, 770 Welch Road Suite 400, Palo Alto, CA 94304-1515,
care of Ms. Susan Overman. Gifts may be designated for either the cancer support-group
work of Dr. David Spiegel or for the cancer support provided by the Community Breast
Health Project.
(From an Research Libraries Group, Inc. press release dated 27 February 1995.)
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David H. Bau
David H. Bau, 82, a senior cataloger at the Library of Congress since the early 1960s, died
of lung cancer 16 February at his home in Washington, D.C. He had lived in the area off
and on for more than fifty years.
Mr. Bau was a native of Shanghai, China, and a graduate of Nanking University. He did
graduate work in economics at the University of Maryland and received a master's degree
in library science from the University of Michigan. He did agricultural credit work for
banks in Shanghai, Canton, and Hong Kong in the 1930s and was an agricultural economist
with the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization until 1951. He operated a
restaurant in Georgetown, the Sino Cafe, and a restaurant in San Juan, Puerto Rico, before
joining the Library of Congress.
Survivors include his wife, June Lee Bau of Washington; three children, Deanna Bau of New
York and Paul Bau and Ronald Bau, both of Weston, Massachusetts; and four grandchil
dren.
(From the Washington Post 23 February 1995, page B6.)
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